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If a reply to a "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" is filed in the Office on or after October 1, 2002, then the 
amount due may be higher than that set forth in the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" since there may be an increase 
in fees effective on October 1, 2002. See Revision of Patent and Trademark Fees for Fiscal Year 2003: Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking. 67 Fed. Reg. 30634, 30636 (May 7, 2002). Although a change to the amount of the publication fee 
is not currently proposed for October 2002, if the issue fee or publication fee is to be paid on or after October 1, 2002, 
applicant should check the USPTO web site for the current fees before submitting the payment. The USPTO Internet 
address for the fee schedule is: http://www.uspto.gov/main/howtofees.htm. 

If the issue fee paid is the amount shown on the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due," but not the correct amount 
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previously-paid issue fee to the issue fee now due, then the difference between the issue fee amount at the time the 
response is filed and the previously paid issue fee should be paid. See Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, Section 
1308.01 (Eighth Edition, August 2001). 

Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be directed to the Customer Service Center 
of the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 
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-The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included herewith 
(or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 
THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at 
the initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1. El This communication is responsive to 8/5/02 . 



2. El The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-22, 24-78, and 86-94 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. % 1 19(a)-(d). 
a) □ All blU Some* c)U None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

^Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § / 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § § 120 and/or 12 1. 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT 
EXTENDABLE. 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PT0-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. El CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) El including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson 's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) E) to Paper No. 7 . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been 

approved by the examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the top margin (not the back) of 
each sheet. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 

9. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMA TION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MA TERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

/ □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

3 □ Notice of Draftsperson 's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

5 El Information Disclosure Statement (s) (PI '0-1449), Paper No(s). 6 

7 CD Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit of Biological 
Material 

9 □ Other 



2D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

4 El Interview Summary fPTO-4 13), Paper No. 12 

6 CD Examiner 's Amendment/Comment 

8 E3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
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DETAILED ACTION 
REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The present invention is related to a method of parallel analysis of biological specimens, 
comprising: a) obtaining a plurality of donor specimens; b) placing each donor specimen in an 
assigned location in a recipient array; c) obtaining a plurality of substantial copies of the recipient 
array in a manner that each substantial copy contains a plurality of donor specimens that maintain 
their locations; d) performing a biological analysis of each substantial copy; and e) comparing the 
results of the biological analysis in corresponding assigned locations of different substantial 
copies to determine if there are correlations between the results of the biological analysis at each 
assigned location. Although, Stapleton et al. (U.S. Patent 6,103,192) (August 15, 2000) teach a 
method of parallel analysis of biological specimens, comprising: a) obtaining a plurality of donor 
specimens; b) placing each donor specimen in an assigned location in a recipient array; Sapleton 
et al do not teach the method of obtaining a plurality of substantial copies of the recipient array in 
a manner that each substantial copy contains a plurality of donor specimens that maintain their 
locations; and performing a biological analysis of each substantial copy, and comparing the 
results of the biological analysis in corresponding assigned locations of different substantial 
copies to determine if there are correlations between the results of the biological analysis at each 
assigned location 

In view of the absence of either teaching or suggestion of such method of obtaining a 
plurality of substantial copies of the recipient array in a manner that each substantial copy 
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contains a plurality of donor specimens that maintain their locations, performing a biological 
analysis of each substantial copy; and comparing the results of the biological analysis in 
corresponding assigned locations of different substantial copies to determine if there are 
correlations between the results of the biological analysis at each assigned location, the present 
invention is novel and non-obvious. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arun Chakrabarti , Ph.D., whose telephone number is (703) 
306-5818. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM-4:30 PM from Monday to 
Friday. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Jones, can be reached on (703) 308-1152. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 305-7401. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the Group analyst Chantae Dessau whose 
telephone number is (703) 605-1237. 



Arun Chakrabarti, 
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Sup4r4ory Patent Examiner 
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